HIRING A PEST MANAGEMENT
PROFESSIONAL
If you do hire a pest control company, choose

ipm

DO YOU HAVE PESTS IN YOUR
CHILD CARE CENTER?

INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT

Your child care program is full of surprises,

one that offers IPM services. They should

including uninvited guests like ants, spiders, mice

inspect your facility thoroughly before they

and rats. We can never get rid of pests totally, so

do any treatment. Their service / contract
should include checking for pests, record
keeping, and providing a plan for what they
will do for any pests discovered. Make sure
the company uses prevention first and only

Keep pests out of your
child care center.

keeping pests out is the best way to protect your

IT’S EASY.

including the center director, teachers, assistants

child care center. The better you clean your facility,
the less likely you are to have pests. Everyone,
and custodians can play an important role in

uses lower risk pesticides for stubborn pest

keeping pests away.

problems. Have them use bait stations and
traps instead of sprays so that no one is
exposed to pesticides.
For further information about IPM or the
Healthy Schools Act, please visit the
Department of Pesticide Regulation’s
child care IPM Web site at:
www.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/childcare

KEEP PESTS AWAY BY:

or contact Dr. Belinda Messenger at
bmessenger@cdpr.ca.gov or 916-324-4077.

KEEP Pests out
Don’t let them inside your center

1001 I St., P.O. Box 401 5
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015

Disclaimer: Permission is granted to reprint and
reproduce this document. Excerpts from this document
may not be used in a manner that alters the originally
intended meaning. The mention within this document
of commercial products, their source, or their use
is not to be construed as either an actual or implied
endorsement. Mention is made of some representative
active ingredients contained in pesticide products,
but the Department of Pesticide Regulation does not
recognize any product as superior to any other.

•

Make sure door and window
screens don’t have holes

•

Install door sweeps

KEEP the building clean

Get rid of clutter

Don’t give pests food and water

Don’t give pests a hiding place

•

•

Clean up food and water
spills right away
Store food in tightly sealed
containers

•

Organize toys and art supplies

•

Get rid of waste paper
and cardboard

ipm
What is ipm?
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a way to deal with pests
like ants and mice without using a lot of pesticides, if any.
Many pest problems can be taken care of without spraying pesticides.

ipm includes

Why choose ipm

Finding out if you have pests
and what kind.

Lower Risk

This will help you decide how to

or limiting their use in child care centers

get rid of them. For help, go to the

reduces potential exposure to these chemicals.

Pesticides are designed to kill pests. Avoiding

UC Statewide IPM Program at;
www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/.

Using non-chemical methods.

Ez

Such as vacuuming, cleaning, sealing
cracks and holes in the building,
and clearing plants away from the

Easier
IPM is a common sense approach
to managing pests. You don’t need
to have special training to use IPM
methods. Managing pests can be as

side of buildings.

simple as deep cleaning and sealing
cracks and crevices.

Using traps
and bait stations.
Writing down
on a calendar when pests are seen.

Least hazardous pesticides, such as

Cheaper

gel baits and bait stations, should

You use pesticides only when they’ re

This will help you to decide if the problem

only be used when and where pests

needed. Many IPM tools are reusable (traps)

was temporary and is already gone, or if it

continue to be present and all other

or are already used for cleaning (mops and

really needs action.

methods have failed.

microfiber cloths).

More Effective
IPM works better than just spraying pesticides
to prevent and manage pest problems. It is a
long-term solution, rather than a quick-fix.

