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DPR Webinar: New Requirements of the Healthy Schools Act 

Questions and Answers 

 

New Requirement: DEVELOP AN IPM PLAN 

1. When is our IPM plan due to the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)? 

If a school district uses the DPR template IPM plan, you do not need to submit the IPM plan to DPR for 

review. If a school district uses their own version of an IPM plan, you need to send it to DPR for 

approval before the beginning of the 2015 – 2016 school year. 

2. My school has a contract with a pest management business. Do we include their pesticide use in the 

plan? 

Yes, pesticide use by a contractor must be included in the IPM Plan. 

3. Do we need a separate IPM plan for our child care center/Head Start program than our District? 

A separate plan is needed only when the child care center or Head Start program is not a part of the 

school district.  

 

New Requirement: REPORT PESTICIDE USE TO DPR 

1. How do we submit pesticide use information to DPR? 

School districts must use form DPR-HSA-118 to report their pesticide use to DPR annually. This form is 

found on the DPR School IPM website, www.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm. At a minimum, school districts 

must submit pesticide use form(s) annually to DPR, but can submit form(s) more often, such as 

monthly. The form(s) must be printed and sent to the address listed on the form. 

Do not use form DPR-ENF-117, which is used only by licensed pest management businesses.  

Do not use form DPR-ENF-060, which is submitted to the County Agricultural Commissioners.  

2. We already submit pesticide use information to the County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC). Do we 

have to submit the same information to DPR, too? 

Yes, school districts must submit their pesticide use information directly to DPR. The information that 

is submitted to DPR is more site and time specific than what is submitted to your local CAC.  

3. Will DPR provide a way to submit pesticide use reports electronically? 

Not at this time, but we have taken note of the request. 

4. We contract with a pest management business for pesticide service and our employees use pesticides, 

like disinfectants and herbicides. What do we need to report to DPR? 

School districts do not need to report pesticide applications made by your contractor because they 

report their pesticide use to DPR. Contractors must report applications of all registered products. 

School districts need to report pesticide applications made by school district staff. The HSA exempts 

four types of reduced-risk pesticides from the IPM plan, notification, posting, recordkeeping, and 

reporting requirements. These reduced-risk pesticides include: 1) self-contained baits or traps, 2) gels 

or pastes used for crack and crevice treatments, 3) antimicrobials, and 4) pesticides exempt from 

registration. Pesticide applications that fall into one of these four categories and are applied by school 

district staff do not need to be reported to DPR. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hu-kt5YPwsY
http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/tools_templates/main.cfm
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/enforce/prenffrm/dpr-hsa-118.pdf
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm
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5. If a custodian or teacher uses a disinfectant every day as part of their cleaning do they have to report 

those uses to DPR? 

No. School districts do not need to report the use of disinfectants made by custodians or teachers 

because the Healthy Schools Act (HSA) exempts disinfectants from the reporting requirement. 

However, the custodians or teachers using disinfectants will need to take a DPR-approved IPM course 

annually beginning July 1, 2016. 

 

New requirement: COMPLETE IPM TRAINING 

1. Which school district staff members have to be trained? 

Anyone applying a pesticide at a schoolsite must take a DPR-approved IPM course annually beginning 

July 1, 2016. Staff who will need training include teachers who use disinfecting wipes, custodians who 

use sanitizers, and groundskeepers who apply herbicides or other pesticides. 

2. Do custodians and teachers who use disinfectants, such as a sanitizing wipes or kitchen counter 

cleaner, need to take a DPR- approved IPM course? 

All custodians, teachers, and any other staff who use sanitizers or disinfectants must take a DPR-

approved IPM course annually beginning July 1, 2016. Disinfectants are pesticides and require certain 

safety measures when they are used. Make sure to read and follow the label before use, so they are 

used safely and properly. 

3. Will any courses be available online? 

The DPR School IPM Team is currently developing an online IPM course that will meet this HSA training 

requirement; it is expected to be available in early 2016. This IPM course offered by DPR will be free of 

charge, will be at least an hour long, and will provide a certificate of completion.  

4. How do we know if an IPM course has been approved by DPR? Will more IPM courses be available? 

Courses must receive DPR approval in order to meet this training requirement. All courses that have 

been approved by DPR will be posted on the School IPM Training web page as they are approved. This 

training requirement begins July 1, 2016; therefore, approved courses are expected to be listed 

starting in early 2016. 

5. If we have a weekly outside cleaning company, do they have to complete this IPM course as well? 

If the outside cleaning company uses sanitizers or disinfectants, they must complete a DPR-approved 

IPM course. 

 

Watch the webinar: 

New Requirements of the Healthy Schools Act 

on the DPR YouTube webpage at  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hu-kt5YPwsY  

 

Have more questions about the new Healthy Schools Act Amendments? 

Email them to school-ipm@cdpr.ca.gov  

 

http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/training/main.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hu-kt5YPwsY
mailto:school-ipm@cdpr.ca.gov

